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Front Cover 
Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown 


This issue of Whirrakee is dedicated to the Box—Ironbark forest due to the present campaign to 
save the remaining areas. The photo, which may be familiar to some of you, shows a flowering 
Ironbark, Eucalyptus tricarpa. 
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Editor’s Note 

The first few pages in this issue are devoted to the Box-Ironbark report and the submission that were 
sought from interested groups and individuals. The deadline for submissions is nearly upon us (9th 
March) but there will be a second round of consultation after the preliminary report has been 


published. As outlined below, it is not too late to get involved. 


The Protection of Victoria’s Box - 
Ironbark Forests 

The following two articles were submitted to 
Whirrakee in the context of the current 
Environment Conservation Council investigation 
and the need to send submissions in response to 
the ‘Resources and Issues Report’ released in 
December last year. Interested groups and 
individuals were invited to make submissions in 
which they could make a case for the protection 
of an area and the type of protection that was 
required. The letters are reproduced here, even 
though it may be too late for most people to 
begin a submission (submissions are due on the 
9th March). However, as outlined below (under 
Editor’s Note), a further period of consultation 
is planned after the provisional report is 
published so there is still a chance to get 
involved. The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club 
has put together a submission and it is hoped 


that it will appear in Whirrakee soon. 


1998 -— Year of the Box - Ironbark 
Author: Charlie Sherwin 


In recent years much focus has been placed on 
the protection of Australia’s wet, mountain and 
coastal forests. That focus must now turn to our 
most threatened ecosystem, the dry Box - 
Ironbark forests of Australia’s temperate 
woodlands. with the recent announcement of 
the new Chiltern National Park, the campaign 
for the permanent protection of the ecosystems 
is beginning to pay off. As 85% of this 
ecosystem has already been cleared, protection 
of all remaining areas is being sought by the 
Victorian National Parks Association and the 
Box - Ironbark Bush Alliance. 


Supporting a remarkably high number of native 
flora, fauna and vegetation communities, Box - 
Ironbark forests are also home to over 160 
threatened species. These include Swift Parrots, 
Regent Honeyeaters, Barking Owls, Squirrel 
Gliders and Tuans. Yet, these inland forests 
continue to be subjected to a range of destructive 
land uses. With proposals to expand mining in 
these Central Victorian goldfields forests, 
thousands of tonnes of Box - Ironbark timber 
being removed for firewood, continued grazing 
pressure by domestic stock, Eucalyptus oil 
harvesting and residential subdivisions, Box - 
Ironbark is Victoria’s most threatened forest 


type. 


Currently, only 2% of the original Box - 
Ironbark forest and woodland is protected in 
conservation reserves which prohibit destructive 
uses. It is hoped that this situation can be 
remedied with the assistance of the newly 
appointed Environment Conservation Council 
who have just released the first report on their 
investigation into public land use in the Box - 
Ironbark country. The VNPA are campaigning 
to have the ECC recommend an expanded 
system of National Parks and conservation 
reserves that will secure Victoria’s Box - 
Ironbark forests and: woodlands for future 
generations to cherish and enjoy. 


Submissions from the public are crucial — 1998 
may be the last chance to save Victoria’s Box - 
Ironbark woodlands. 


Saving Victoria’s Box-Ironbark forests 
and woodlands — our last chance? 
Author: Lyndall Bull 


Leading Environment Groups including the 
Victorian National Parks Association are now 
working together as the National Woodlands 
Alliance to save Australia’s “forgotten forests” — 
the dry, sparse, temperate woodlands of the 
wheat and sheep belt. 


Victoria’s Box - Ironbark woodlands are one of 
the worst hit woodland types with 85% already 
cleared. This has principally been due to broad- 
scale clearing for agriculture, which has now 
largely ceased. But Victoria’s Box - Ironbark 
remain in critical danger, 72% of these remnant 
woodlands are on public land, mostly state 
Forest open to exploitation by logging, mining, 
grazing and other degrading land uses. Present 
conservation reserves are small in size and 
number and grossly inadequate. 


Firewood harvesting occurs on a scale 
equivalent to woodchipping and is responsible 
for massive destruction of habitat. Goldmining, 
which entails complete removal of vegetation 
and soil devastates the Box - Ironbark country 
of northern Victoria. Grazing, eucalyptus oil 
harvesting and residential subdivision also 
contribute to the degradation of this ecosystem. 


Victorian Box - Ironbark woodlands support a 
very high number of flora, fauna and vegetation 
communities. It is home to over 160 threatened 
species as well as many others know to be 
declining. These include Swift Parrots, Regent 


Honeyeaters, Barking Owls, Pink-Tailed Worm 
Lizards and Maroon Spider Orchids. Without 
prompt action and protection these species will 
be lost forever. 


Despite this diversity, only 2% of the original 
extent of Box—Ironbark forest is contained in 
permanent conservation reserves that prohibit 
destructive land uses — well below the 15% 
federal forest reserve benchmark. 


Although one small National Park has been 
declared at Chiltern, this one 4500 hectare area 
is simply not enough habitat to halt the wave of 
extinctions that is sweeping across northern 
Victoria. 


It is hoped that as a result of the newly 
appointed Environment Conservation Council’s 
special investigation into public land use a 
permanent, comprehensive, adequate and 
representative reserve system for Box - Ironbark 
forests and woodlands will be achieved. 


The ECC process relies heavily on submissions 
from the public in making its recommendations 
to the government. This is your opportunity to 
help save a critically threatened ecosystem. 

Submissions are crucial — 1998 may be the last 
chance ever to save Victoria’s Box - Ironbark 


woodlands. 


Editor’s note: 

The Environment Conservation Council (ECC) 
was established on 1 July 1997 (after the demise 
of the. Land Conservation Council, LCC). Its 
primary function is to carry out investigations 


into the ‘balanced use or development of public 


land’. What the term ‘balanced’ means is not 
clear. Paul Peake and Simon Ransome (from the 
ECC) who spoke about this report and the 
preparation of submissions at the February 
general meeting could not explain this in any 
more detail. 

For the complete Box - Ironbark Investigation 
the process is the following: 

- Resources and Issues Report, documenting the 
natural, cultural, recreational and economic 
uses, values and issues. It contains no 
recommendations. 

- first consultation period based on above report 
(submissions due 9th March 1998) 

- Provisional report, with ECC’s proposals for 
balanced use or development of public land, 
having considered submissions received in the 
1st consultation period. 

- Second consultation period based on the 
Provisional Report, and extending for at least 60 
days from the release of the report. 

- Final 


recommendations for balanced use or 


report to government with 
development of public land, after considerations 
of submissions received in the 2nd consultation 
period. The Final report is required by 31 


December 1998. 


If you want to make any inquiries about the 
report or details of the process, ring Paul Peake 
or Simon Ransome on 1800 134 803 (or 03 
94125588) at the Environment Conservation 
Council, 4th floor, 115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy 
VIC. 3065. 


The forest may appear lifeless at this time of the 
year... 
(Photographer: Ian F.-Brown) 


P.S. The Parks 
Association has produced a very beautifully 


Victorian National 


illustrated (with over 30 colour photos!) leaflet 
which deals with the threats to the Box - 
Ironbark forest. 


To obtain this leaflet or for more information 


contact the Victorian National Parks association, 
10 Parliament Place, East Melbourne 3002. 
Phone 03 9650 8296. You can also make a tax- 
deductible donation to VNPA for the 
Box-Ironbark campaign. 


The 
.--continued 
Author and Photographer: Fred Watts 


life and times of Nephila 


I think you will be interested to see the Nephila 
spider egg sacs and the swarming spiderlings 
that hatched out after almost eight months. The 
mass of spiderlings were concentrated in the 
middle. 


Nephila spider egg sac on 22 April 1997 


A keen-nosed and evidently very sharp-eyed 
creature in search of food discovered the egg sac 
that the female Nephila had taken such care to 
conceal (see article in Whirrakee October 1997). 
It was rather surprising to find a smaller female 
Nephila at her web recently (January 9th 1998). 


Spiderlings on 16 December 1997 


February 1998 Excursion Report 
Author: John Lindner 


Millwood Dam, Whipstick - Kamarooka State 
Park — Sunday 16 February 


14 people met at Millwood Dam at about 6.00 
pm or just before, including a new member 
Anita Peters from Axedale and an old friend of 
Jane Cleary’s from New Zealand. 


The weather was cool and overcast, and the 
level of water in the dam was very low. The 
rain on the previous Saturday had filled a few 
pools in the gully leading to the dam, but these 
had dried up by this time. 


While we sat quietly in our row of chairs, some 
eating tea, we observed an adult Black Wallaby 
come carefully down to the water. It was very 
fussy in choosing a spot to drink, but once 
settled, crouched close over the water for almost 
15 minutes, steadily drinking. It took no notice 
of Tony Morris’ car arriving. Later, while the 
main group was away, two more wallabies came 
down separately, the last being a very young 
animal, judging by its size. 


I did not see any birds come down to drink 
myself, despite having placed a few dead 
branches beside the water to give them cover. 
This usually does the trick in encouraging them 
to approach, especially if the weather is hot. 


Just after 7.00, a group of us wandered up the 
gully which leads into the dam. The first 
interesting thing we came upon was a large old 


Yellow Gum with a broken-off, hollow limb at 
about 2.5 metres height. We were able to see a 
Brushtail Possum in residence, but since it could 
not retreat very far down the limb, it did not like 
being observed too closely when a couple of us 
levered ourselves up. 


Reaching the track, we went a little further up to 
what Jack Ipsen calls “Little Millwood Dam”, a 
good place for birds because it is surrounded by 
dense scrub whereas the water of the main dam 
is a long way from cover when the level is low. 
It too was quite dry, but up the gully we found 
another fine specimen of a large old Yellow 
Gum with beautifully textured and patterned 
bark. Both of the Yellow Gums mentioned had 
a hollow limb with a bee hive in it. 


The track wanders eastwards up to a former 
mallee harvesting area, now quite overgrown, 
and then climbs gradually up to a low east-west 
ridge. About one kilometre from Millwood Dam 
there is a wonderful view to the south over the 
Whipstick mallee scrub, with the tall Yellow 
Gum timber of the watercourse emerging from 
it. You can also see the Big Hill Range and 
Mount Alexander in the far distance, and to the 
west, directly along the track, Mount Korong. 
Unfortunately the weather was very hazy and 
dusk rapidly falling, so our view of these things 
was poor. A notable feature of this ridge is the 
number of plants with very small leaves (eg. 
Common Correa, Correa reflexa), adapted to the 
extreme exposure and dryness, but this area still 
provides a wonderful display of wildflowers in 
September and October. 


Returning on the track in the gathering gloom, 


we came upon the ruins of a mud house which 
may have once been occupied by a eucalyptus 
harvester working in the surrounding areas. 


One chimney was still intact but wearing thin. 


A small group of us then went on to walk a 
kilometre or so into the block of mallee bounded 
by Millwood Road on the east and Mellotte 
Road on the south. This block is currently 
classified as “Uncommitted”, despite its very 
high conservation status, having dense stands of 
Bent-leaf wattle (Acacia flexifolia), the Wallaby 
Caves rock formation and regular occupation by 
the Spotted Nightjar. It was this that we had 
come for, hoping to hear calling at dusk or to 
see. However we reckoned we were probably 
too late and that the weather was not helpful, 
being cool and blustery. 


Flowering plants we observed: 


Grey Box — Eucalyptus microcarpa, around 
Millwood Dam. 

Clasping Goodenia — Goodenia amplexans, in 
the mallee. 

Sticky Cassinia — Cassinia uncata, in the mallee. 


Arachnids or their relatives we 


observed: 


Wolf Spider with an egg sac on its abdomen, on 
the bark of a tree. 

Scorpion under a rock with about 12 white 
young grasping its body. 


Birds observed or heard 
(list supplied by Anne Bridley): 


Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Red Wattle bird (flocks of 10 -12 bird passing 
up the gully) 
Yellow Thornbill ' 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 
Weebill 


Silvereye 

Superb Fairy-wren 
Shy Heath-wren 
White-browed Babbler 
Eastern Rosella 

Brush Bronzewing 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Grey Butcher Bird 
Australian Raven 
Australian Magpie 
White-winged Chough 


Reference: 

Summerfield 1:25,000 map 

Final Recommendations, North Central Area 
Land Conservation Council, Victoria, 
Melbourne, February 1981 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club 
Easter Camp 1998 


DATE Friday 10 - Monday 13 April 
LOCATION Mount Eccles National Park 
LEADER 
any group that intends to participate in the camp. 
Please speak to John Lindner (544 83027) 
FACILITIES The Park has picnic tables, 
water, fireplaces and toilets in the designated 


A leader/organiser is needed for 


camping area. 


(CHARGES Camping fees apply ($ 13.50 per 


night per site for 4 people) 
BOOKING _ Sites will have to be booked as 
soon as possible after the March meeting 
ACTIVITIES The main theme could be 
volcanic landforms and features, with flora and 
fauna as an adjunct: 

*At Mount Eccles NP - Lake Surprise, 

lava blisters and tunnels, 

*Mount Napier near Hamilton 

°Tower Hill on the coast 

*Byaduc Caves 


March Excursion - Canoe Trip across 
Lake Eppalock and up the Campaspe 


River 


DATE Sunday 15 March 1998 
MEETING TIME 8.30 amat the clubrooms 
in Golden Square. We need to get away on time 
to complete a long day. 

LEADER 
54393230 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING 

1. It is vital that you notify Tony of your 


Tony Morris, telephone 


intention to participate as there must be enough 
canoes to accommodate the number of people. 
2. If you have a canoe, try to get hold of 2 
double-bladed paddles as it is much easier 
paddling on open water with them. 
3. Those people who will BE in charge of 
canoes (steering and with one other person in 
the front) need to have had some experience at 
paddling. 
4. Kayaks are good too, but you must be able to 
handle competently. 
COST There is a small fee to park cars at 
Metcalfe Pool Caravan Park. 
CANOE TRIP 
We will leave the Metcalfe Pool Caravan Park 
and travel to the head of the lake and then up 
into the lower reaches of the Campaspe River. 
6.5 km is as far as you can go until running 
water is met entering the slack water, making a 
total return journey of 13 km. We will stop and 
look at several wonderful historical ruins and 
natural features on the way: 
°’Flower Hill”. The home of the 

Westblade family from 1866. Ruins of the old 

and new homesteads and a large barn are still 


evident. Also an impressive avenue of elms, a 
large garden and a road cutting through the side 
of a hill. 

eHut and garden remains at Wood’s 
Hole, where George Woods lived at the turn of 
the century. 

° A magnificent anticlinal arch on the 
river. 
SHORT WALK 
Where the river’s flowing water enters the lake, 
we will leave the canoes and walk a kilometre to 
some other interesting remains: 

*McLennan’s Crossing, a ford paved 
with blocks of basalt built in the 1870s. 

*Henry Jasper’s stone and mud mortar 
house, in perfect condition except for a roof. 

*eRuins of “The Pines”, a house 
belonging to Duncan McLennan. 
USEFUL REFERENCE 
Full details of everything you will see are in 
Whirrakee, October and November 1992 (vol 
13, no 9 and 10). The map Riverdale 1:25,000 
is also useful. 


PLEASE BRING 

°Your own lifejacket, which must fit 
comfortably and be worn while on the water 
*Morning and afternoon tea 

eLunch 

Hat 

*Bathers and towel 

eSunscreen and insect repellent 

°Old sandshoes to wear in the canoe and for 
walking (no bare feet please) 

*Some warmer clothes in case there is a cool 
change. 

Storage drums or large, thick plastic bags to 
keep gear together and dry. 


Bird Observations, October 1997 — February 1998 
Author: Bird Observers Group 
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October 1997 
Sacred Kingfisher, Kangaroo Gully, 8/10/97 
Owlet Nightjar (1 adult, 4 young), Kangaroo Gully, 28/10/97 


November 1997 

White-browed Woodswallow (8+), Kangaroo Gully, 4/11/97 
Rufous Songlark (3), Kangaroo Gully, 18/11/97 
Black-tailed Native Hen (9), Boort Lake, 30/11/97 


December 1997 

White-browed Woodswallow (10+), Kangaroo Gully, 4/12/97 
Southern Scrub Robin (3), Inglewood, 8/12/97 

Sacred Kingfisher, spring Gully, 17/12/97 

Musk Lorikeet (2, feeding young), Strathfieldsaye, 25/12/97 
Sacred Kingfisher (2, feeding young), Strathfieldsaye, 25/12/97 


January 1998 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (feeding young), Strathfieldsaye, 7/1/98 
Wedge-tailed Eagle (2), south of Big Hill, 30/1/98 

Rainbow Bee-eater (12), Wedderburn, Jan/Feb 98 

Brown Goshawk (2 young at nest), Kangaroo Gully, Jan/Feb 98 


February 1998 

Crested Shrike-tit (2), Kangaroo Gully, 1/2/98 

Little Eagle (3), Wedderburn, 2/2/98 

Brown-headed Honeyeater (1 adult, 2 young), Kangaroo Gully, 3.2.98 
Black-chinned Honeyeater (1 adult, 1 young), Kangaroo Gully, 4/2/98 
New Holland Honeyeater (4), Golden Square, 6/2/98 

Little Eagle, Junortoun, 6/2/98 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 


newsletters and magazines: some by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the 
Club library. 


KKKKKKHK 


THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST 
(FNCYV) Vol.114(6) 1997 December 


"The Grey Crowned Babbler on the 
Mornington Peninsula - Going, Going, 
Gone?" by D.Lockwood & D.Robinson 
expresses concern at the rapid decline of this 
species in recent years, mostly due to loss of 
habitat. 


"Drooping Sheoke in the Mallee" by 
D.C.Cheal describes a unique occurrence of 
this species on deep sands in Wyperfeld 
National Park 


"Insect Galls on Plants" by T.R.New 
outlines the variety of gall-forming insects in 
Australia, mainly thrips, coccids, wasps and 
flies. 


kRAeREKKK KH 


NATURE Australia(Aust.Museum) 
Summer 1997-98 


"Sydney's Fossil Treasures" by Paul Willis 
reports that priceless fossils are being lost 
before they can be found. Why? 


"Lumholtz"s Tree-Kangaroo" by Graham 
Newell investigates the habits of this shy 
and mysterious animal which is still found 
in the rain forests of Northern Queensland. 


"Australian Octopuses" by Mark Norman 
describes some of the 60+ species found in 
Australian waters, a far greater diversity 
than known anywhere in the world. 


"The Forgotten Pollinators" by Ross 
Goldingay & Sue Carthew reminds us that it 
is not only insects and birds that are 
involved in pollination. Many of the small 
non-flying mammals are very busy 
pollinators. 


RAKKKEKK 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
November 1997 


-Birds in Greece 
-Birds and Wattles 
-Raven Behaviour 


December 97/January 98 


-Capricorn Coast 
-Great Victoria Desert 


February 1998 


-Blue-breasted Wrens 

-Stone Curlews 

-Nankeen Kestrels 

-Blue Rock-Thrush: first Aust. record 


Also received recently: 


*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 

Dec.97 & Feb.98 
*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 

Dec.97 & Feb.98 
*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 

Dec.97 & Feb.98 
*Sun-Nat(Sunraysia FNC) 

Nov.97 & Feb.98 
*Environment Victoria News 

Nov.97 & Feb.98 
*Field Nats News(VFNC) 

Nov.97 & Jan.98 
*Land for Wildlife News December 97 


*Habitat(ACF) December 1997 


* Victorian Landcare Summer 1997 


RARKKKKK 


Sub-Alpine Flora of the Baw Baw - 


Plateau, Victoria 1997, by Kathie and 
Peter Strickland 
Reviewed by John Lindner 


Although at first you might wonder why a 
review of an apparently quite specialised book is 
included here, in fact this beautifully produced 
field guide has much useful information about 
alpine plants of south-eastern Australia’s high 
country, a region in which the Club has had 
several very successful joint residential camps 
with the Victorian Nature Photography Group in 
recent years. 


Extensive background information about the 
Baw Baw Plateau is provided. The plateau 
located just north of the Latrobe Valley, is really 
a quite detached section of the higher country, 
but it is not alpine in the strictly defined sense of 
being above 1500 metres altitude, having snow 
cover for at least 4 months of the year and 
including an area above the tree line. An 
example of an area which falls within this zone 
is the Main Range at Mount Kosciusko. 


The sub-alpine zone is the next lowest layer in 
altitude: between 1200 and 1500 metres, with 
snow cover only up to 4 months and generally 
with trees. The Baw Baw Plateau is thus thickly 
vegetated with Snow Gum _ woodland, 
interspersed with heathland which forms a very 
dense understorey layer. There are three types 
of heathland according to this guide: alpine 
heathland, up to 1.5 metre in height, on exposed 
hillsides; damp alpine heathland, up to one metre 
in height, on wetter areas; wet alpine heath 
which is dominated by Sphagnum bog. This 
last type takes up most of the treeless areas on 
the plateau, and its establishment is due to cold 
air drainage into depressions between the Snow 


12 


Gum woodland patches. It is the interlocking 
pattern described by the Snow Gum woodlands, 
the dense heathland and the Sphagnum areas 
which give the Baw Baw Plateau its unique 
character. 


Plant descriptions are arranged first under 
families, and thereafter alphabetically by genus 
and species. The meaning of the botanical name 
is explained, always very useful in explaining 
plant features and helping to memorise the 
name. A detailed description of growth habit, 
This is 
accompanied by precise, to scale, black and 
white diagrams to clearly delineate the details 
provided. This makes the explanations of 
difficult plant groups, such as sedges, quite easy 
to follow. Of course it is always a little more 
difficult in the field. 

125 species are described and illustrated. 
Included are several species endemic to the Baw 
Baws, some which include the Baw Baws in 


leaves, flowers and fruits follows. 


their patchy distribution and many others which 
occur on the Baw Baws and are also common 
elsewhere. 


A brief background to the area is given - 
geology and soils, topography and drainage, 
climate, vegetation communities (as above) and 
history. Two sketch maps are include (location 
of the Baw Baws in the alpine zone, the main 
peaks on the plateau), but I think at least a 
portion of a map showing the interlocking nature 
of the vegetation communities would have been 
useful. 

There is an index, a bibliography and a glossary 
of botanical terms. 


One other advantage is that the book is small and 
light enough to take out into the field quite 
easily. 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


Wednesday, March 11, 7.30pm 

Roadside Conservation 

Speaker: Jan Salmon, Roadside Conservation 
Advisory Committee, 


Wednesday, April 8, 7.30pm 
Flowers of Western Australia 
Speaker: Graham Hill, Bendigo 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, March 6, 7:30pm 
Members’ Night: Mystery Bird Calls 
Bird of the Night: Weebill 


Friday, April 3, 7:30pm 

Peter Allan will give a fascinating survey of 
words and birds in literature 

Birds of the Night: Brown and Inland Thornbill 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


Bat Trapping with the Mammal Study 
Group 


The Mammal Study Group will meet on March 
25 (Wednesday) at Lake Weeroona Picnic 
Shelter where we will have a BYO barbecue 
dinner (starting whenever you like, but finishing 
by 7:45 pm) followed by BAT TRAPPING 
WITH MIST NESTS surrounding the pavilion. 
Before the bats emerge Bill Holsworth will give 
a short lecture on the biology of bats in the 
Bendigo area. It is expected that 10 to 50 bats 
(Gould's wattled bat Chalinolobus gouldii) will 
leave their roost starting about 7:45 pm. We 
hope to catch all the bats and examine them to 
determine age, sex and whether or not they carry 
a band from previous years' banding. They 
were not banded in 1997 and will not be banded 
this year. 


